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Letter from the Dais 
Dear Delegates,  

 

Welcome to our school’s 6th annual conference! I hope you are all prepared for a 

fun few days of debate and crises as I welcome you to a committee for all, SOCHUM. 

Your dais consists of: 

 

● Priyanka Jayaratnam - Co-Director & Moderator 

● Vrinda Agnihotri - Co-Director & Crisis Analyst 

● Shaili Kadakia - Crisis Analyst 

● Teresa Mastromattei - Moderator 

● Krina Patel & Arthi Sivanendran - Pages  

 

We hope that this committee teaches each of you something new about civil debate, 

Model UN, and especially, the many issues discussed.  

 

SOCHUM is a forum for the UN Member States to discuss social, cultural, and 

humanitarian issues around the world. This committee will function like a Specialized 

Agency with the addition of crises to keep things interesting and fast-paced! As such, 

personal directives/crisis notes will be permitted and are highly encouraged. The 

following background guide consists of the issues that will be discussed in this 

committee. It is important to note that some of the following issues may be a sensitive 

subject to some. I urge you to come prepared to discuss and develop policies for the 

issues listed in the background guide however there is no guarantee that you will get a 

chance to debate every topic listed.  To best prepare for the day of the conference, it is 

strongly advised that you write a position paper on at least two questions from two 

issues most relevant to your country.  

 

The dais look forward to meeting you and hearing your ideas as you take part in a 

few days of collaboration and heated debate! You are permitted to use your devices for 

research purposes during committee sessions. If you have any questions or comments 

before the conference, feel free to contact me through email.  

 

Best,  

Priyanka Jayaratnam 

Co-Director of SOCHUM 

Email: sochum.cpss@gmail.com  
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SOCHUM 2019 

Founded in 1948, the Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee (SOCHUM) is the 

third committee of the United Nations. It was created after the formation of the 

Declaration on Human Rights. This committee mainly focuses on issues regarding 

fundamental human rights on an international scale. Some of the concerns addressed 

within SOCHUM include, but are not limited to:  

 

“The advancement of women, the protection of children,        

indigenous issues, the treatment of refugees, the promotion of         

fundamental freedoms through the elimination of racism and        

racial discrimination, and the right to self-determination. The        

Committee also addresses important social development      

questions such as issues related to youth, family, aging,         

persons with disabilities, crime prevention, criminal justice,       

and international drug control.”  
1

 

Since its inception, SOCHUM has worked and continues to work to promote and enforce 

solutions to such issues. The goal of this committee is to design peaceful settlements for 

issues regarding social, humanitarian, and cultural complications around the world. It 

does so by providing recommendations, conducting research, and compiling reports and 

studies which discuss relevant issues for the international community.  

 

To provide a wide variety of discussion topics, delegates are open to debate on issues 

regarding children, poverty, human rights, indigenous affairs, international conflict, and 

technology. All of these topics will have sub-topics to debate upon but delegates are free 

to bring up any relevant sub-topics of their own as well. Each delegate is expected to 

come prepared with knowledge on any of these issues in regards to their country. The 

following will go more in depth of these topics and sub-topics and provide a few 

questions to consider when writing up position papers.  

1"United Nations, Third Committee, Social, Humanitarian, Cultural, Main Body, Main Organs, General Assembly." 
United Nations. Accessed May 24, 2019. http://www.un.org/en/ga/third/index.shtml. 
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POVERTY 

The word “poverty” is often associated with a lack of income and productive resources to 

live a sustainable life. Yet poverty also includes hunger and malnutrition, limited access 

to education, the lack of basic services, social discrimination and so on. Today, 780 

million people live below the international poverty line and 11% of this population 

struggle to fulfill even the most basic needs such as healthcare and access to clean water 

(United Nations, 2019).  

 

Famine 

The UN declares that a crisis is a famine in only the most severe cases. If it involves 

mortality, malnutrition, and hunger, it is a famine crisis. Fortunately, in recent 

decades the number of major life-taking famines have decreased significantly. That 

is not to say this is not a concern in developing nations. In fact, half the population of 

Yemen is at risk of famine at this time. To add, roughly 80 million people are 

currently living in situations that could lead to crisis-level food insecurity.  

 

The modern industrial era has helped significantly reduce the threat of famine. Over 

the decades an increase in the availability of food per person can be seen through the 

increase of agricultural yields, advancements to healthcare and sanitation, increased 

trade, and more. However, the current presence of famines around the world are 

entirely man-made. One of the leading causes can be seen as climate change as much 

of the ecosystem has been and continues to be destroyed.  

 

Water Crises 

Due to increasing populations, socio-economic development, and changes in 

consumption rates, there comes a need to sustain water more effectively. Already, 

over 2 billion people in countries all over the world experience high water stress and 

around 4 billion face severe water scarcity in at least one month per year. It is 

important that, as demand increases, no one is left behind when it comes to 

accessing clean water. The UN recognizes safe drinking water and sanitation to be 

basic human rights, making it even crucial that any and all efforts are made to make 

clean water more accessible.  

 

A direct correlation can be seen between the lack of access to clean drinking water 

and poverty. According to The Water Project, “Nearly one billion people do not have 
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access to clean, safe water- that's the equivalent of 1 in 8 people on the planet!”  

2

These statistics could increase as it becomes even more difficult to obtain sources of 

freshwater. This may be caused by climate change, increased pollution, and the 

overuse of water.  

Shelter/Living Conditions 

As part of international human rights, each individual has the right to adequate housing 

and shelter. This means that everyone has the right to live somewhere in security, peace, 

and dignity. Despite this over a billion people all around the world do not have proper 

housing and millions live in life and health-threatening conditions such as in 

overcrowded slums or informal settlements—an informal settlement are houses built 

upon land that occupants have no legal claim over. Apart from this, millions are forcibly 

evicted from their homes each year due to various causes.  

 

Oftentimes there are cases where discrimination takes place when it comes to providing 

shelter. In other words, people of a certain race, religion, age, or sex may not be 

provided equal opportunity to shelter due to these factors and more. Discrimination can 

take place in the form of discriminatory laws, policies, measures, and so on.  

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. Are the UN recommendations for eradicating poverty to promote sustainable 

living practical in your nation? In other words, do these recommendations cause 

any prejudice to your nation and its status, thus making it not possible to 

eliminate poverty?  

a. How can these recommendations be altered to better suit your nation?  

2. Has your country faced famine or extreme hunger in the past; and if so how was 

this issue tackled? Or does your country continue to face such issues?  

a. Can this solution be used in other countries in risk of famines currently?  

3. How is your country dealing with issues regarding water—such as contaminated 

water and overconsumption of clean water?  

a. Does it matter how much one country does to better the water crisis if the 

rest of the world does not follow suit?  

 

 

 

 

 

2 "The Water Crisis: Poverty and Water Scarcity in Africa." The Water Project. Accessed May 25, 2019. 
https://thewaterproject.org/why-water/poverty. 
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Resources  

"Ending Poverty." United Nations. Accessed May 28, 2019. 

https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/poverty/. 

"The Sustainable Development Agenda - United Nations Sustainable Development." 

United Nations. Accessed June 01, 2019. 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/development-agenda/. 

"The Water Crisis: Poverty and Water Scarcity in Africa." The Water Project. 

Accessed May 25, 2019. https://thewaterproject.org/why-water/poverty. 

"Water." United Nations. Accessed May 20, 2019. 

https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/water/. 

"World Water Development Report 2019 | UN-Water." UN. Accessed June 01, 2019. 

http://www.unwater.org/publications/world-water-development-report-2019/. 
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INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS 

The UN had adopted the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 

Peoples (UNDRIP) on September 13, 2007. This convention was established to declare 

the rights of indigenous people around the world. The General Assembly affirms that,  

“Indigenous peoples are equal to all other peoples, while recognizing the right of all 

peoples to be different, to consider themselves different, and to be respected as such,”  
3

The document sets the minimal standards which ensure the “survival, dignity, and 

well-being of indigenous peoples of the world.”  Though this declaration has been 
4

around for over a decade now, many countries have yet to ratify legislation, despite 

being signatories of UNDRIP. This point further goes to show how much work needs to 

be done in terms of reconciling the relationships between nations and their indigenous 

peoples.  

 

Access to Resources 

Though indigenous peoples have been recognized as a minority group needing much 

attention due to past tensions, this does not mean their rights, territories, resources, and 

cultures are being respected. Their land and resources are still being taken without 

consent by governments, corporations, loggers, and many others. This fight for natural 

resources have led to the eviction, displacement, forced relocation, and violence against 

indigenous communities. Due to this, the question of indigenous rights arises, as well as 

the social impact of this fight upon the already unstable relationship countries have with 

their indigenous people.  

 

Indigenous groups and representatives around the world are looking towards improving 

the state of their people and their issues. However due to past treatment, they are clear 

on not participating in any sort of economic model that may exploit their labour, land, 

and resources for the benefit of other, more powerful groups. In bettering the 

relationships with indigenous peoples, as well as ensuring that they have rights to 

resources and land, delegates must be aware of indigenous connection with nature, 

traditional knowledge, and heritage as a whole. In other words, careful consideration 

needs to be put into ensuring that indigenous peoples’ traditional ways are not 

negatively impacted by any resolutions drafted.  

 

3"United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples." September 13, 2007. Accessed June 5, 2019. 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_
web.pdf. 

4"UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples." Indigenous Foundations. 2009. Accessed June 1, 2019. 
https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/un_declaration_on_the_rights_of_indigenous_peoples/. 
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Mental Health 

Indigenous peoples’ autonomy or sense of self is being lost due to rapid changes in 

culture, marginalization, and the growing global economy. It can be seen that all of these 

factors are directly linked to the high rates of suicide, depression, alcoholism, and 

violence in indigenous communities—especially in the youth. Other factors include the 

historical colonization and dispossession of indigenous peoples which have caused 

issues in indigenous social, cultural, economic, and political institutions. According to 

the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and 

WHO,  
 

“The right to health is a fundamental part of our human rights and of 

our understanding of a life in dignity. The right to the enjoyment of the 

highest attainable standard of physical and mental health, to give it its 

full name, is not new...the World Health Organization (WHO) defines 

health as “a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being 

and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity”.  
5

 

Yet many indigenous communities still do not have the right to health to the extent of 

other demographic groups around the world. Not only is this a large indigenous issue 

but it becomes a humanitarian issue as well.  

 

Education 

Education is a universal right but it is too often that nations forget to respect indigenous 

communities and their diverse cultures. There is also a lack of resources to meet the 

educational needs of these communities. There is a shortage of teachers who are able to 

speak the native language of indigenous peoples and the schools at which they teach do 

not even have the basic materials to educate children. Even when such materials are 

available, educational materials which provide accurate and fair information on 

indigenous communities and their ways of life are rare to come by. These are only a few 

things that illustrate the evident education gap between indigenous and other 

demographic groups.  

 

Questions to Consider  

1. How much progress has your nation made in adapting to UNDRIP?  

a. Why is it that many nations have yet to adapt this declaration into their 

legislation and how can countries be pressured into including indigenous 

people in their legislations? 

5"The Right to Health." Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. Accessed May 31, 
        2019. https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/Factsheet31.pdf. 
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2. How can your nation work with the UN to address and make legitimate change  
6

to the treatment of indigenous peoples?  

3. What is the best way to ensure that the education needs of indigenous peoples are 

met in your nation?  

4. What are some ways nations can implement “legitimate change” to benefit the 

lives of indigenous peoples?  

 

Resources  

"Education For Indigenous Peoples." United Nations. Accessed June 3, 2019. 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/mandated-areas1/ed

ucation.html. 

"Indigenous Peoples - Lands, Territories and Natural Resources." United Nations. 

Accessed June 5, 2019. 

https://www.un.org/en/events/indigenousday/pdf/Backgrounder_LTNR_FINAL

.pdf. 

"State of the World's Indigenous Peoples." United Nations. January 14, 2010. 

Accessed June 4, 2019. 

https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii/documents/SOWIP/press 

package/sowip-press-package-en.pdf. 

"The Health of Indigenous Peoples." United Nations. June 2014. Accessed June 2, 

2019. https://www.un.org/en/ga/69/meetings/indigenous/pdf/IASG Thematic 

Paper - Health - rev1.pdf. 

"The Right to Health." Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights. Accessed May 31, 2019. 

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Publications/Factsheet31.pdf. 

"United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples." September 13, 

2007. Accessed June 5, 2019. 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/

sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf. 

 

6 Oftentimes politicians deliver speeches regarding the reconciliation of nations and their indigenous 
peoples, but no action is made to change the way indigenous communities are treated. In fact, one can 
argue that the treatment gets worse upon these acts. “Legitimate change” refers to actions that contribute 
to the betterment of the lives of indigenous peoples—while keeping in mind the differences in beliefs, 
culture, and traditions of indigenous communities.  
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"UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples." Indigenous Foundations. 

2009. Accessed June 1, 2019. 

https://indigenousfoundations.arts.ubc.ca/un_declaration_on_the_rights_of_in

digenous_peoples/. 
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MISTREATMENT AGAINST CHILDREN 

As the saying goes, children are the future. Protecting the lives of children is an urgent 

matter as it affects millions of lives who will soon go on to be the leaders of tomorrow. 

The right of children to protection from violence is enshrined in the Convention on the 

Rights of the Child. However, billions of children are subject to emotional, physical and 

sexual abuse each year. It is up to you, the SOCHUM council, to ensure the protection of 

the safety and wellbeing of children around the world.  

 

Children and Armed Conflict 

Thousands of children are affected as witnesses, direct victims and as forced 

participants of armed conflict. The physical and psychological effects of armed conflict is 

a major violation of the fundamental rights of a child. Each year, the UN receives reports 

of children as young as 8 years old associated with armed groups. The use of children for 

acts of terror, including as suicide bombers, has emerged as a phenomenon of modern 

combat. Children are forced to partake in various tasks, from combatants to cooks, 

spies, messengers and even sex slaves. The UN defines a child soldier as the following; 

 

“A child associated with an armed force refers to any person below 18 

years of age who has been recruited or used by an armed force in any 

capacity, including but not limited to children, boys and girls, used as 

fighters, cooks, porters, spies or for sexual purposes.”  
7

 

Approximately 250 million children live in countries affected by armed conflict. In the 

Syrian Arab Republic, the five-year conflict has caused the deaths of more than 250,000 

people. The highest number of child casualties was recorded in Afghanistan in 2015. In 

many militaristic conflicts, children are conscripted to combat under extremely brutal 

circumstances. Armed conflict has resulted in innocent children to displace their homes 

and leave their families. Countries requiring immediate aid include (but are not limited 

to): India, Turkey, South Sudan, Afghanistan, Iraq, Myanmar, Syria, and Nigeria.  

 

Slavery and Working Conditions 

Globally,  218 million children between 5 and 17 years work, 152 million of them are 

victims of child labour and almost half of them work in hazardous child labour. Over 40 

million people around the world are subject to modern forms of slavery, 71 percent of 

7 "Child Recruitment and Use - United Nations Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for 
          Children and Armed Conflict | To Promote and Protect the Rights of All Children Affected by Armed 
          Conflict." United Nations. Accessed June 2, 2019. 
          https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/six-grave-violations/child-soldiers/. 
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them are women and girls. The situation is worsened by gender inequality, poverty, 

cultural norms and discriminatory laws. Most forms of slavery occur in the private 

sector, so it is vital that businesses comply with the United Nations Guiding Principles 

on Business and Human Rights. Slavery and extreme working conditions take away the 

chance for children to simply be children. More than half of them are exposed to 

appalling forms of child labour such as being exposed to hazardous environments, 

slavery, or other forms of forced labour, including drug trafficking and prostitution.  

 

To abolish all practices of slavery by 2030, the SOCHUM council is advised to address 

the issue of minors forced into low paying jobs with dangerous working conditions and 

develop business strategies to abolish the harmful practices often found in agriculture, 

mining and manufacturing.  

 

Education 

Globally, over 265 million children are currently out of school and 22% of them are of 

primary school age. According to the United Nations, quality education is the 

foundation for creating sustainable development. Every child deserves the right to 

standard education in order to carry stable lifestyles, break precarious cycles of poverty, 

and earn tools required to develop innovative solutions to global issues. The reasons 

behind the lack of sufficient education are due to lack of adequately trained teachers, 

poor conditions of schools, gender discrimination, and equity issues related to 

opportunities provided to rural or impoverished children. 

 

Education is perhaps one of the most urgent and pressing issues of our time. In order to 

achieve the UN goals for sustainable development, the SOCHUM committee must carry 

out the targets for education, including “ensuring that all girls and boys complete free, 

equitable and quality primary and secondary education leading to relevant learning 

outcomes”.  

 

Questions to Consider  

1. What can the international community do to penalize the use of child soldiers? 

a. How should SOCHUM acknowledge the problem in respect to the 

changing nature of conflict and increasing use of technology in war? 

2. How can labor rights and safe working conditions be ensured within global 

supply chains? How can the standard for satisfactory conditions be established  

3. What methods can we use to educate children in poverty stricken areas and 

provide each child equal opportunity and access to resources? 
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4. How your nation contribute to develop educational systems to maximize young 

people's capacities for sustainable futures through formal and informal 

employment and education? 

 

Resources  

"Child Marriage." UNICEF DATA. March 2018. Accessed May 29, 2019. 

https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/child-marriage/. 

"Children." United Nations. Accessed June 1, 2019. 

https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/children/. 

 "Child Recruitment and Use - United Nations Office of the Special Representative of 

the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict | To Promote and 

Protect the Rights of All Children Affected by Armed Conflict." United 

Nations. Accessed June 2, 2019. 

https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/six-grave-violations/child-soldiers. 

"With 40 Million Forced into Modern Slavery, Third Committee Expert Urges States 

to Protect the Rights of Women, Girls, Companies Must Remedy Violations 

Meetings Coverage and Press Releases." United Nations. Accessed June 5, 

2019. https://www.un.org/press/en/2018/gashc4244.doc.htm. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS 

The United Nations defines Human rights as: rights inherent to all human beings, 

regardless of race, sex, nationality, ethnicity, language, religion, or any other status. One 

of the main goals of the SOCHUM council is to promote fundamental freedoms through 

the elimination of racism and discrimination. Issues of interest include; abolishing 

punishments targeting same-sex marriage, abolish conversion therapy camps, 

improving accessibility to safe and effective abortions and contraception and abolishing 

laws that legalize child marriages.  

 

Child Marriage 

Many factors go into placing a girl under the age of 18 at risk of marriage, including 

“poverty, the perception that marriage will provide ‘protection’, family honour, social 

norms, customary or religious laws that condone the practice, an inadequate legislative 

framework and the state of a country’s civil registration system,”  Forcing a child into 
8

marriage is a severe human rights violation that compromises a child’s potential and 

leads to early pregnancy, social isolation and limited opportunities for careers and 

advancements. Child marriages also affect boys, but not nearly as much as it affects the 

population of young girls around the world. There is limited data on the number of boys 

affected by child marriage, making it challenging to draw conclusions on its status and 

progress. The total number of girls married under 18 stands at 12 million per year, and 

progress must be made immediately in order to abolish the practice by 2030.  

 

Women’s Rights 

Women and girls represent about half the world’s population. Despite this, in many 

areas throughout the world, women are given fewer opportunities and are systematically 

subject to violence through poor legislation and traditional stereotypes, leading to 

discrimination. Gender inequality is extremely prevalent in most countries, with women 

lacking access to decent employment and resources such as education and adequate 

health care. Women are routinely denied access to basic resources in many developing 

countries. Millions of women experience some sort of sexual harassment in their 

lifetimes and are forced into unhealthy sexual practices.  

 

Another major field that you as a council must attempt to resolve is reproductive health 

and genital mutilation. An estimated 200 million women and girls alive today have been 

subject to this harmful practice. The UN has zero tolerance for the practice of forced 

8 "Child Marriage." UNICEF DATA. March 2018. Accessed May 29, 2019. 
https://data.unicef.org/topic/child-protection/child-marriage/. 
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genital mutilation as it denies women their dignity, endangers their health and causes 

physical and psychological pain and suffering. The UN has also declared access to safe 

abortions a human right.  In many areas in both developing and developed countries, 

women do not have access to safe abortions and forms of effective contraception.  

 

As the SOCHUM council, you must eliminate discrimination against women and girls 

and develop equality between women and men. This includes through advancement in 

policies, and increasing accessibility and awareness of important issues.  

 

LGBTQ+ Rights 

Violence and discrimination targeting specific sexual orientation and gender identity is 

not acceptable. For many years, the LGBTQ+ community has faced political and social 

oppression, violence and unequal opportunities. Same-sex marriage is still illegal in 72 

countries, and punishable by death in 8. Laws criminalizing consensual same-sex 

relations between adults are in violation of international human rights law. Protecting 

LGBT people from violence and discrimination does not require the creation of a new 

set of LGBT-specific rights, nor does it require the establishment of new international 

human rights standards. All governments must recognize, promote, and protect the 

human rights of LGBTQ+ people as recognized in international human rights laws. 

LGBTQ rights are not only an issue prevalent in developing countries. Many regions in 

the United States of America have not made conversion therapy camps illegal. In these 

camps nonbinary people -often adolescents- are forced to undergo treatments that are 

not scientifically proven to “convert” their sexuality into becoming heterosexual.  

 

Questions to Consider 

1. What can international bodies, such as the UN, do to provide women 

reproductive rights? 

a. How can these bodies empower women to recognize their rights? 

2. How can deep-rooted cultural stigmas be changed to create a more equal society? 

3. How can the SOCHUM committee raise awareness on the international level in 

order to put pressure on governments to fulfill their obligations of existing 

international human rights law 

a. How can international laws be ratified in countries that have not adopted 

laws on basic human rights (ie legal minimum age for marriage) 
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Resources  

"Combating Discrimination Based on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity." 

OHCHR. Accessed June 06, 2019. 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/Discrimination/Pages/LGBT.aspx. 

Haack, Andrew. "The United Nations Declares Abortion A Human Right." Human 

Defense. February 21, 2019. Accessed June 2, 2019. 

https://humandefense.com/un-declares-abortion-a-human-right/. 

"LGBTI Rights Are Human Rights." Amnesty International Canada. May 13, 2014. 

Accessed June 06, 2019. 

https://www.amnesty.ca/our-work/issues/lgbt-rights/lgbt-rights-are-human-righ

ts. 

"UN Women: The United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment 

of Women - Office of the Secretary-General's Envoy on Youth." United Nations. 

Accessed June 4, 2019. 

https://www.un.org/youthenvoy/2013/07/un-women-the-united-nations-entity-f

or-gender-equality-and-the-empowerment-of-women/. 
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INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT 

The word “international” is often associated with the conflict between nations and states 

and conflict between people and organizations. Today, this term is likely to be 

associated with the ISIS crisis which was prominent in the daily news a few years ago. 

However, international conflict can be used to describe the conflict between people in a 

country, seen through problems regarding gun laws and the refugee crisis. Today, 

underdeveloped countries are still in a form of conflict between a country or 

organization with more power. In these countries, the citizens suffer the most by losing 

access to the safety and security of their homes.  

 

Gun Laws  

The United Nations Charter commits nations to maintain international peace and 

security, and to collectively prevent and remove threats to peace. Nearly 200 

Member States of the United Nations have agreed to implement a range of measures 

to 'prevent, combat and eradicate' the harmful effects of small arms and light 

weapons around the world’. These include the UN Firearms Protocol, the UN small 

arms Programme of Action, the UN Register of Conventional Weapons,6 and the UN 

Arms Trade Treaty. 

 

Despite the nationwide efforts to reduce violence through the means of firearms, the 

United States has become a new home for these violent attacks. School shooting and 

massacres are becoming more prominent and frequent in the lives of the American 

citizens. In America, 100 people are killed with guns every day. Access to a gun 

increases the risk of death by suicide by three times and gun suicides are 

concentrated in states with high rates of gun ownership. To add, the U.S gun 

homicide rate is 25 times that of other high-income families.  

 

Refugee Crisis 

A refugee is someone who has been forced to flee his or her country because of 

persecution, war, or violence. A refugee likely has a fear of persecution due to race, 

gender, political opinion, or sexuality. Most likely, they cannot return home or are 

afraid to do so. War and ethnic, tribal and religious violence are leading causes of 

refugees fleeing their countries. Every minute, 24 people from around the world are 

forced to leave their homes, totaling to 34,000 people each day leaving the shelter of 

their home to find a safer place for themselves and their families.  
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Currently, the five biggest refugee crises are occurring in Syria, Somalia, 

Afghanistan, Myanmar, and South Sudan. The Syrian Refugee Crisis, beginning in 

2011, is now recognized internationally as the largest refugee crisis of our time. 

Hundreds of thousands of people have died, 5.6 million Syrians have fled the country 

as refugees and another 6.6 million Syrians, including 2.5 million children, are 

displaced within the country. Half of those affected are innocent children. These 

Syrian children have witnessed atrocious forms of violence – and are the most 

affected by this war. 

 

Terror Groups 

The Islamic State in Iraq and Syria aims to create an Islamic State called a caliphate 

all across the globe. The group is implementing Sharia Law, rooted in eighth-century 

Islam, to establish a society that mirrors the region's ancient past. 

 

ISIS is known for killing dozens of people at a time and carrying out public executions, 

and crucifications. ISIS's revenue mainly comes from oil production and smuggling, 

taxes, ransoms from kidnappings, selling stolen artifacts, extortion and controlling 

crops. 

 

In early 2016, the United States calculated that ISIS had lost 40% of its 34,000 square 

miles of territory. One of the most recent and important events related to ISIS is  August 

25, 2018 where the leader of ISIS in Afghanistan, Abu Sayed Orakzai and 10 other ISIS 

fighters are killed in an airstrike in Nangarhar province. On December 19, 2018 U.S. 

President Donald Trump falsely tweets that ISIS has been defeated to explain the rapid 

withdrawal of American troops in Syria.Although coalition forces have been successful 

taking back territory that was once part of the ISIS caliphate, militants continue to 

control a small swath of land near the Euphrates River. Estimates vary as to how many 

ISIS fighters are left in Syria. A Defense Department inspector general report put the 

number of ISIS members in Iraq and Syria as high as 30,000. 

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. How are the gun laws in your country? Is there a need for a reformation to occur 

to better the lives of your citizens?  

2. Has your country taken any previous action towards welcoming refugees in the 

country? What was the outcome to this?  

3. How will your country tackle issues regarding discrimination amongst refugees 

and provide them with the equal opportunities? 

4. What is your country’s position on terror groups? What actions have been taken 

or or required to be taken to combat terrorism in your nation and others? 
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TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCEMENTS 

The presence of entrepreneurs and innovative ideas can be a large benefit for economic              

recovery in a country. In the present crisis, technology, innovation and creativity are             

critical in providing opportunities for recovery, leading to a more dynamic, eco-friendly,            

sustainable and diversified global economy. The integration of technology in a countries            

market can stimulate job creation and growth, and expansion of infrastructure.           

Information and communication networks are the one of the main bases for the modern              

global economy, and need to be consistently strengthened and expanded. Technological           

innovation, investment incentives and strong legal frameworks are essential to          

sustainable post-crisis growth. 

Cyber Crimes  

Cybercrime is defined as crimes that utilizes a computer in any form to perform the 

crime or be subject to the crime. Billions of dollars are spent repairing systems from 

these cyber crimes. The crimes have the power to disable important systems like 

hospitals and 9-1-1 services around the country. These crimes are committed by people 

who are looking for an advantage over their competitors. The information that is stolen 

is personal information that can be sold on the black market to higher classed criminals.  

 

In March 2018, news broke that Cambridge Analytica, a London-based data-mining 

firm with ties to U.S. President Donald Trump, lifted the Facebook profiles of tens of 

millions of users without their permission in an attempt to sway elections. This brings to 

light the potential hand Russia played in the 2017 American Federal elections. 

Facebook’s corporate values came into question as they are exploiting personal 

information to lucrative advertising businesses.  

 

Censorship  

Censorship is the removal or blocking of information, speech, or expression. It 

includes organisms limiting information out of fear of refutes and repercussions. 

Internationally, it is known that media journalists are silents by controlling 

governments and certain legislations prevent journalists from reporting the truth. In 

more extreme countries, journalists that speak out of will of authoritative figures can 

be imprisoned or killed.  

 

In Canada, censorship can take form by refusing activists entry into the country, 

seizures at borders, and preventing federal scientists to honestly report their 

findings. Recent sources say that an EU politician may have the right to censor what 
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Americans in the US are permitted to stay. If upheld, repressive regimes around the 

world are almost guaranteed to enforce their own court orders requiring that all 

criticism of their governments be banned worldwide rather than only within their 

own borders. As well, Somalia, China, and Saudi Arabia are one of the few countries 

in the world where no data is permitted and heavy censorship is present.  

 

Artificial Intelligence  

Artificial intelligence (AI) is an area of computer science that emphasizes the creation of 

intelligent machines that work and react like humans. Using these technologies, 

computers can be trained to accomplish specific tasks by processing large amounts of 

data and recognizing patterns in the data. AI is beneficial as it analyses data more deeply 

than humans, they adapt through learning algorithms, and they are efficient.  

 

By the year 2025, robots and machines driven by artificial intelligence are predicted to 

perform half of all productive functions in the workplace. Repercussions of this new 

technology is civil unrest from the working class once countries begin to adopt 

technologies to replace manual labor. Job loss and job insecurity will become bigger 

issues in developing countries as they begin to adopt these technologies. People believe 

that AI can go haywire and do significant damage, making them deemed untrustworthy 

in their eyes.  

 

Questions to Consider: 

1. As countries begin to adopt AI and replace manual labor jobs, how will your 

country cope with unemployment?  

2. How will your country enforce laws for apps and their third party apps to protect 

the information of your citizens.  

3. How will your country’s cyber crimes laws change as they become more 

prominent and common? 
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